Meaningful Economic Activities
After a visit to the home of an elderly who is supported by the Hong Kong Social Welfare system, the following thoughts occurred to me.

1. The home was small but well equipped.  The kitchen and bathroom were clean and functional.  The single room served as the bedroom, the living room, storage area.

2. All utilities were included in the HK$200 monthly bill.  Hospital and medical expenses were HK$100 per day or per visit.  There were social worker visits or contacts at least once a month.
3. The monthly social welfare check was around HK$3,000 which should cover all basic living expenses.  If there were disabilities, that check may go up to HK$7,000.

4. In the words of the elderly: “I do not have to worry about my basic necessities.  I worked all my life but all my savings went to bringing up my children.  I am over the retirement age of 65 but I am still healthy.  I believe that I can still contribute but there are no jobs for people like me.”
5. Society has evolved through many stages.  Example include hunting – survive on natural resources; farming – survive on growing food; marketing – exchanging goods and services; industrialization – no longer depend on human or animal energy; education – getting the best knowledge and utilizing them; finance – pumping resources into the right area at the right time; research – providing direction for the foreseeable future.
6. Hong Kong has evolved to the finance stage.  It is one of the important financial centers of the World.  That has helped to keep an enviable standard of living for its citizens.  There are new problems such as political squabbles; distrust of government and lack of long term planning.

7. Hong Kong needs to move to the research stage – provide direction for the foreseeable future.  Hong Kong can no long simply copy other Nations.  Hong Kong is no longer behind in everything.  The Internet has provided knowledge of the latest development and advances.  The International Tourism and Finance have opened many eyes.  The advantages and disadvantages of various social systems are no longer rumors or fantasies. 
8. What is needed to move to the research stage?  What are the new meaningful economic activities?
